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This restrained, contemporary re-imagining of a Victorian cottage retains key historical 

features of the style while introducing a modern extension that aims to complement 

rather than compete with the existing house, adding as few elements as possible to 

achieve the final result. Fluid transition between the clean, contemporary interior and the 

uncluttered exterior intimate a perfectly realised and well organised, stylish design. 

This project represents the first and second of three stages, preconceived in a master 

plan. The first stage involved the implementation of a new kitchen, the second an 

extension of the study and renovation of the courtyard end of the house.

The functional briefs (stages one and two) were to replace the kitchen, provide adjacent 

dining area, cosy second living area, study, shed, rainwater harvesting and courtyard 

landscape works. Stage three works will comprise a reconfiguration of the existing 

main bedroom to incorporate walk in robe, en suite, roof storage along with a renovated 

bathroom and laundry. 

The number of different building elements was minimised to decrease the sense of 

visual clutter, while increasing the sense of space. The façade comprises a frameless 

operable glass wall with transparent compression seals between the glazed panels. 

This beautiful feature has the ability to open up the façade between living and 

courtyard with minimal tracks.

The courtyard travertine has been laid on a raised concrete slab to match the floor level 

of the house, increasing the connectivity between the interior and exterior. The travertine 

paving wraps up the only section of flat ‘wall’ connecting the two elements, minimising 

the differentiation between vertical and horizontal surfaces. 

The courtyard is deconstructed with a side shed façade and secret door clad in vertical 

fins to reduce the solidity of the component. A rainwater tank is hidden behind the shed. 

The composition of the gas fire and wall recessed television create a clean, and modern 

feature in the living space that makes an otherwise elegantly simple room a cosy living 

space for the family. The double-glazed, argon gas filled skylights provide sky access and 

natural light while reducing heat loss. Remotely operated skylight blockout blinds are to 

be installed to reduce heat gain in the warmer months.

Conversation between the indoor and outdoor and a fluent use of historical notes to 

enhance the contemporary façade create a sense of space that the lot didn’t afford, 

resulting in a beautiful, functional and sustainable living space. 
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